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	Commensalism – A type of symbiosis between two species in which one species benefits while the other is unaffected.

( / 0 effect
	Parasitism – A type of symbiosis between two species in which one species benefits while the other is harmed,
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	Mutualism- A type of symbiosis between two species in which both species benefit.
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	Carrying Capacity – The number of individuals that a population can support indefinitely.  Limited by:  food, disease, space, predators, etc.
	r strategy– A reproductive strategy characterized by quick reproduction of many small offspring and little or no parental care.  Ex.   Rabbits, bacteria
k strategy – A reproductive strategy characterized by more prolonged development and larger offspring that parents invest more energy into raising.  Ex.  Humans, elephants
	Succession- progressive changes that ultimately lead to a climax community.

Primary Succession – Begins in an area that previously lacks any organisms or soil. Ex. After a glacier retreats

Secondary Succession – Changes that occur in a community after a disturbance.  Ex.   After a forest fire

	Primary Consumers – Organisms that are unable to produce their own energy.  They must eat producers to obtain energy.  Also called herbivores.  

Ex.  Cows, rabbits


	Producers– Organisms that are able to produce their own source of energy either through photosynthesis or chemosynthesis.  Also called autotrophs.   Occupy the first (bottom-most) tropic level.   

Ex.  Plants, some bacteria


	Competitive Exclusion Theory– If two species occupy the same niche, they will compete with one another until one is eliminated.  

	Intermediate Disturbance Hypothesis – Moderate levels of environmental disturbance results in greater species diversity than low or high levels of disturbance.
	Density Dependent Factors – Factors that will affect a population to varying degrees depending on the density of the population.  

Ex.    Predation, disease
In contrast…

Density independent factors are those which affect a population in the same manner regardless of population density. (Ex. A hurricane)
	Keystone species- species that has a strong influence on its ecosystem.  

If it is not there then it will cause populations of other species in the ecosystem to go down or become extinct; 

Can drastically change the ecosystem even though it isn’t the most abundant species.

	Trophic Level- The level in a food chain that an organism functions at. 

Energy Flow – Only 10% of the energy is transferred from one trophic level to the next.  The rest of the energy is used for metabolic processes (like respiration) and lost during excretion.   


	Primary Productivity- The rate at which energy is stored in organic matter by photosynthesis. 
	Batesian Mimicry – When a species mimics a harmful species but  is not harmful itself.

Mullerian Mimicry - When a species mimics another harmful species and both species are harmful.




